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on 18th January 1738. After about three weeks Sa'adat
Khan also joined them with 30,000 horse and a fine train
of artillery. At the suggestion of Nizamu'1-Muik a council of
war was held in which the Emperor also took part, and it
decided to entrench instead of precipitating a general ac-
tion. According to the directions of Nizamu'l-Mulk the
armies were placed all round the Imperial camp in the shape
of a ring.1 Notwithstanding this arrangement the Persian
soldiers attacked from all sides and carried off corn, grass
and wood from the Indian camp where the price of grain
rose enormously high.2 Nizamu'1-Mulk was in favour of
postponing the battle because he knew that the Persian con-
conqueror "was no ordinary foe against whom they had to
contend, no mere plunderer, but a leader of unshakeable
resolution who shaped his course with the sword."3 He also
thought that Sa'adat Khan's forces were in need of rest,
worn out as they were by one month's incessant marching.4
But in the meantime news were brought that the Persian
skirmishers had killed some of the camp-followers of Sa'adat
Khan while attacking the latter's train of baggage. This
incensed Sa'adat Khan beyond measure. In spite of Nizam-
u'1-Mulk's opposition, he took permission from the Emperor
to chase the Persian skirmishers. Nizamu'1-Mulk had warned
him that his military experience had been limited to fighting
with the zemindars of India over whom it was easy to obtain
victory; but it was difficult to resist successfully the attack
of a great conqueror which is a different thing altogether.
Being a man of great valour, Sa'adat Khan pursued the
enemy, unmindful of the fact that he was thus being lured
away into a vulnerable position.5 Nadir Shah, who was
ready for action, welcomed the advance of Sa'adat Khan.
The latter, finding himself face to face with a formidable
army, sent message to the Emperor to send reinforcements.
Samsamu'd-Daulah Khan-i-Dauran, another believer in the
appeal to arms, advanced at the head of a large army to
strengthen the hands of Sa'adat Khan. But the Persians did
not allow the two armies to join. Sa'adat Khan's vanguard
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